is 2765 pages, the 'short' and 'readable' manual is still 1040 pages.
The manual comprehensively covers all aspects of intensive care practice. There are no major areas of omission. It is divided into 18 sections, each with multiple chapters (122 in total). The text consists of headings, sub-headings and bulleted points rather than typical paragraphs. The format is well laid out and the numerous tables and diagrams complement the text. However, the text is under-referenced with little attempt to grade any of the bulleted points according to level of evidence.
With any textbook there will always be new studies published in the interval between completing the text and printing. In this case, the chapter on sepsis and septic shock still recommends activated protein C, intensive insulin therapy (blood sugar level 4.4-6.1) and intensive renal replacement therapy. In the chapter on disordered glucose metabolism, the Leuven 1 and 2 studies are specifically mentioned, but not the NICE-SUGAR (Normoglycaemia in Intensive Care Evaluation and Survival Using Glucose Algorithm Regulation) study. In addition, the text reflects North American practice. The chapters on bioterrorism and envenomation are interesting but of limited value to an Australasian readership. Likewise, the section on brain death has no reference to Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society guidelines. This is a relatively expensive book and probably has a limited market in Australasia. Nevertheless, I would expect either this manual or the larger textbook to form a part of a departmental library. J. P. Lewis Perth, Western Australia Core Topics in Pain. A. Holdcroft, S. Jagger (eds). New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011; ISBN 978-0-5211-7417-6; pp. 345; $81.95 .
Core Topics in Pain is an interesting book to read. The book is divided into six parts: Basic Science, Pain Assessment, Pain in the Clinical Setting, the Role of Evidence in Pain Management, Treatment of Pain, and Summaries (which contains a chapter on ethics and one on clinical guidelines). The format is highly organised and reads easily. At the end of each chapter there is a short list of key points which encapsulate the information provided. I enjoyed reading many of the chapters on topics with which I was not familiar.
